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I. First steps: 

 

A.   Go to http://westchester.lib.overdrive.com/  You are now at the Digital Media 

Catalog.   

B. i. At the top it reads, “Downloads are available to your personal PC, laptop, 

or PDA. The first time you check out materials on this site, instructions will be 

provided for you to download the software you need.”   

ii. It is recommended that Overdrive be used from home.  Patrons should not 

use public PCs for downloading eBooks to their devices.  However, patrons may 

use Overdrive on their laptops in the library.   

C. Click on My HELP! at the left-hand side.  The first Screen appears asking, “What 

do you want to do?”  Click on the appropriate answer.  Screen 2 appears asking, “What 

do you have?”  Click on the appropriate answer.   

D. Screen 3 reads “View My Help.”  Click on it, and the Help will appear in a 

different window or tab.  It takes 2-3 minutes to appear. 

E. At the top is the combination you have chosen.  The orange tab at the far left is 

Setup.  It asks you to Confirm Requirements and Install Software. 

F. The next tab is Formats.  “Find your setup on the chart and note the format(s) 

that are compatible.” 

G. The next tab is How it Works, with a brief description of downloading titles.  

The final tab is Questions, with many helpful FAQs.   

II. A more detailed overview: 

 A. Go back to http://westchester.lib.overdrive.com/ 

B. Click on Quick Start Guide (left hand side).  Click on Overview. 

C. At this website you can checkout and download: 
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1. Kindle Books - To read on Kindle, visit the collection of eBooks on 

Overdrive: 

 

• Browse and check out a Kindle book. 

• Click the 'Get for Kindle' button. This opens the Amazon.com website. 

You may be required to sign in with your Amazon.com account if you are 

not already logged in. 

• Select a Kindle device or Kindle reading app. Click the 'Get library book' 

button and sync your device or app to download the book, or choose to 

send it to your device via USB. 

• An active Wi-Fi connection is required for wireless delivery to a Kindle 

device. 

• If your Kindle is not Wi-Fi capable or you do not have an active Wi-Fi 

connection, read Amazon's instructions for transferring files via USB. 

2. Adobe EPUB eBooks - Adobe EPUB eBooks are digital versions of print 

books that you can check out at this site. Download and read Adobe EPUB 

eBooks on your Windows® or Mac® computer using Adobe Digital Editions and 

on supported Android, Apple, BlackBerry, and Windows Phone 7 devices using 

OverDrive Media Console v2 (or newer). Adobe EPUB eBooks can also be 

transferred from Windows and Mac to many eBook reading devices. 

3. Adobe PDF eBooks - Adobe PDF eBooks are eBooks that you can check 

out at this site. Download and read Adobe PDF eBooks on your Windows or Mac 

computer using Adobe Digital Editions. Adobe PDF eBooks can be transferred to 

supported eBook reading devices. 

4. OverDrive WMA Audiobooks - An OverDrive WMA Audiobook title is a 

digitally-protected audiobook that has been optimized for download. OverDrive 

WMA Audiobook titles are built using the Microsoft® Windows Media® Audio 

format, which greatly enhances the sound quality for desktop listening, play of 

CD copies (where permitted by the publisher), and portable device use. 

5. OverDrive MP3 Audiobooks - OverDrive MP3 Audiobooks are 

audiobooks that you can check out at this site. Download and listen to OverDrive 

MP3 Audiobooks on Android, BlackBerry, iPhone®, iPad®, iPod touch®, Mac, 

Windows, and Windows Phone 7 using OverDrive Media Console. On Windows 

and Mac, you can transfer OverDrive MP3 Audiobooks to supported devices and 

burn them to CD. 

6. OverDrive Music - An OverDrive Music title is a digitally-protected 

music file that has been optimized for download.  

7. OverDrive Video - An OverDrive Video title is a digitally-protected video 

that has been optimized for download.  
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D. To checkout and download you need: 

• A valid library card 

• Internet access 

• A computer or device that meets the system requirements for the type(s) of 

materials you wish to download 

• Free software for the computer or device on which you wish to use the materials 

available at this site 

E. Download and install free software: 

1. To enjoy Kindle Books all you need is a Kindle device.  (There are 9 

links; click on the appropriate one.)   

2. To download Adobe eBooks on your computer, you need Adobe® Digital 

Editions (followed by a link).   

3. To download Adobe EPUB eBooks on your Android, BlackBerry, or 

iPhone device, you need OverDrive Media Console v2 or newer (followed by a 

link).   

4. To download OverDrive titles, you need OverDrive Media Console™. 

OverDrive Media Console is available for available for mobile devices and 

computers, including: 

 

Mobile: 

• Android v1.5 (or newer) 

• BlackBerry v4.5 (or newer) 

• iPhone®/iPad® 

• Windows® Phone 7 

• iOS v4 (or newer) 

Computer: 

• Windows 

• Mac® 

F. Activate the software: 

1. Adobe Digital Editions requires activation (followed by a paragraph and a 

link.) 

2. OverDrive Media Console for Android, BlackBerry, iPhone/iPad, and 

Windows Phone 7 may require activation (followed by a sentence and a link.) 



 

Town of Pelham Public Library  12/16/2011 

 

4

3. OverDrive Media Console for Windows requires a security upgrade 

(followed by a paragraph and 3 links). 

III. Check out, download, and enjoy: 

A. Browse or search this site for downloadable materials. When you find a title 

you're interested in, add it to the cart and check it out. 

B. You will need to use My Account to do this.  At the top and middle of the page, 

click on My Account to set up an account.  Type in your library card number and PIN.  

Select from the following links to manage your account: 

My Cart  -  Displays the title(s) that are in your cart awaiting checkout 

My Lending Periods  -  Set a personalized default lending period for titles available at this site, 

format-by-format 

My Bookshelf  -  Displays download links for title(s) currently checked out 

My Holds  -  Displays the title(s) for which you are currently waiting 

My Wish List  -  Displays the title(s) on your wish list 

My Rated Titles  -  Displays the title(s) you have rated, and allows you to change ratings 

C. Once you have checked out a title, a download page is displayed. Click the 

Download link to start the download. When the download is complete, open and enjoy 

the title. 

D. You will never accrue late fees with titles you download from this website. Titles 

expire at the end of the loan period, and they are automatically returned to the library.  

IV. Explore your options: 

• Search for digital materials using the advanced search page. 

• Take digital materials with you on-the-go. Many audio titles can be burned to CD, and 

most audio titles can be transferred to supported portable devices. 

V. Clicking on Help at the top of the page will provide answers to FAQs about digital 

materials. 

 

 

 

Most of the instructional information is taken from the Westchester Library System Overdrive 

website with additional content by Claudia Gisolfi, Adult Services Librarian 


